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novel there is a reference to mankind as a "social animal"
(p. 106). If this pre-Darwinian idea is functional in the
novel, it is just possible that Mackenzie wants the reader to
comprehend an identity of mankind with his fellow creatures.
If so, then it is something on this order: man is a creature
like other creatures on God's earth and should consequently
show "humane kindness' toward all his fellows. The dog is the
instance in The Man of Feeling by which one judges Miss Wal-
ton's kindness and the sentiments of beggars, Edwards and his
son, Assuming all of this to be so, it is positively remark-
able that Harley possesses no dog!

ROGER RAMSEY
Northern Illinois University

NOTE

! Henry Mackenzie, The Man of Feeling, ed. Brian Vickers
(London, 1967), p. 3. All quotations are from this edition
and page numbers will henceforth follow quotations.

TWO NOTES ON BURNS

The Text of "Ah woe is me, my mother dear.”

James Kinsley prints in the Clarendon Press edition (1968) a
text of "Ah woe is me, my mother dear" taken from the Glen-
riddell MS and collated with the Adam MS.! Both Kinsley and
Henley and Henderson note the existence of a MS of the poem
copied by Burns on the flyleaf of an exemplar of Fergusson's
Poems of various subjects, (1785) which also has the poet's
signature on the title—-page, and a further inscription by Mary
Dalzel saying that the volume was presented by Burns to her
mother 'some time about the year 1788.'2 On the basis of the
note by Hugh Blair preserved in the Esty copy of the 1786 Poems,
advising Burns not to print in 1787 verses on Jeremiah, 15,

and on the assumption that the stanzas referred to are the poem.

Notes and Documents

discussed here, it is reasonabl
position of the poem as the yea
print, however, until much late
J. Egerer, in the preface to
Burns (1964), states: "If ther
our on my part it is to emphasi
print of Burns's writings". He
printed in the Hogg/Motherwell
Burns, (1834-36), adding that i
(Egerer 365) No one seems to h
had printed the poem much earli
cal The Spy, (No. 47, July 20,
substantive variants, the Spy t
thography, punctuation and capi
the three relevant manuscripts.
tions require some comment. In
word 'band,' a Scottish spellirn
'land'. This makes admirable s
ation of 'onm bill or band' and
MSS. In line 8 the phrase 'The
replaces 'The de'il a ane would
fact that the earlier numbers o
criticised for linguistic indec
that this much weaker reading 1
It is probably useful to pri
Poems text together in their er
accessible both a text publishe
viously known first printing,
which, despite minor variants,
readings of this particular poe

The Spy, 1

VERSES BY
Never before

Ah! woe is me my mothe
A man of strife you've
For sair contention I
They hate, revile, an
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Yet though a coin denied wight,

By fortune quite discarded;

You see how I'm baith day and night,
By lad and lass blackguarded!!!

Fergusson's Poems (1785)
Jeremiah 15 Ch. 10 Verse

Ah woe is me, my Mother dear!
A man of strife ye've born me;
For sair contention I maun bear,
They hate revile and scorn me.

I ne'er could lend on bill or band
That five percent might blest me,

And borrowing, on the tither hand,
The de'il a ane would trust me:

Yet I, a coin-denyed Wight,
By Fortune quite discarded,
Ye see how I am, day and night,
By lad and lass blackguarded!

"Hunting Song" - an additional stanza

In the absence of MSS, Kinsley prints his text of "Hunting
Song," better known as "The Bonie Moor-Hen,'" from Cromek's
Reliques, (1808). He notes that Henley and Henderson recorda
MS which he has not been able to trace, and list minor variant
readings in lines 2, 5, 6 and 16 from the missing MS. Kinsley
does not reproduce in his text the row of asterisks after the
fourth stanza by which Cromek indicated that his text was in-
complete, but he annotates thus: '"Cromek printed the songwlith
asterisks after 7. 20, indicating that either his copy was a
fragment or that the rest was unprintable.”"® Speculation that
the missing part of the poem was sexually indelicate arose for
a number of reasons. It had long been noted that the refrain:
"I rede you beware at the hunting, young men' obviously echoes
the bawdy song in The Merry Muses with the refrain "I rede you
beware o' the ripples, young man'. Kinsley lists the sexual
song from The Merry Muses in his appendix (No. 562) as being
one of those songs admitted at various times to the canon of
Burns's work either wrongly or on the basis of inadequate evi-
dence. The expectation that any missing stanza or stanzas
would be indiscreet was enhanced by Clarinda's demand in her
letter to Burns, 6 February, 1788, in which she says, 'Do not
publish the "Moor-hen": do not for your sake, and for mine."®
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* I would like to thank St. Andrews' University Library for

the use of their copy of The Spy.
5 Kinsley, I, 377-8; III, 1256.
® The Works of Robert Burns, ed. W. S. Douglas, V, 77.

? Kinsley, I, 61-3; III, 1036-7.

RUSKIN’S HEROIC MERCHANT

In a famous passage at the beginning of "Unto This Last,"
John Ruskin sets forth his conception of the role and obliga-
tions of the merchant: to focus on providing for the nation
rather than on amassing a profit, to be faithful to his engage-
ments, to market a pure product, to be as a father to the young
men he employs and to share his workers' suffering in any com-
mercial distress, and finally--if need be--to sacrifice himself
as, on occasion, a soldier, physician, lawyer, or pastor may be
called upon to do. In short, the merchant's career offers op-
portunities for heroism, too (XVII, 40-42).' But elsewhere in
his writings, Ruskin makes it clear that, except perhaps for
the signal instance of his father, the merchants of his own
time represent a falling-off from the ideal type., In Letter 15
of Fors Clavigera (March 1872), Ruskin asserts that 'the morbid
power of manufacture and commerce in our own age is an acciden-
tal condition of national decrepitude; the injustices connected
with it are mainly those of the gambling-~house, and quite un-
worthy of analytical inquiry" (XXVII, 260-261).

While students of Ruskin have assiduously traced the sources
of his economic thought in various political economists,? to
the best of my knowledge no one has suggested that still ano-
ther source might lie in Sir Walter Scott, particularly Scott's
Rob Roy, where Bailie Nicol Jarvie is presented as an exemplar
of the mercantile ideal, Jarvie is kind and charitable in his
personal relationships, and willing to undergo personal risks
in helping Frank Osbaldistone restore his father's fortunes
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