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F O REWORD

This Guide 1s intended to serve three main purposes. The first of
these is to highlight the Burnsian output of Scottish and English
publishers in the period 1837 to 1910. The reigns of Victoria and Edward
VII constitute a period of great growth in the British book trade, and of
great ingenuity in the production and marketing of an enormous variety of
attractive editions of major poets writing in English. Only Shakespeare,
Tennyson and Longfellow rivalled Burns in popularity with the general
reader, and the twentieth century collector of any of these authors will
have, almost by definition, a characteristic and varied conspectus of
Victorian and Edwardian printing and publishing styles.

Secondly, the Guide tries to give sufficient information about the
books themselves to allow Burnsian collectors of Victorian and Edwardian
editions of Caledonia's Bard to identify some of their treasures.
Collectors of Burnsiana tend to acquire their Burns material in two
different ways - by inheritance from other Burns enthusiasts in their own
families, or by purchase in antiquarian and second-hand bookstores.
Despite the great volume of bibliographic and critical work published on
Burns in this century, there is very little easily available in print
about major or minor editions of Burns in the period 1837 to 1910. A great
deal has been published about the significant primary editions at
Kilmarnock in 1786, and at Edinburgh, London and Dublin in the period 1787
to 1803, but the acquisition of copies of material of that kind is beyond
the budget of all but very wealthy private and institutional buyers. The
scholarly merits of the major editions of the post-World War II period,
such as the Clarendon edition of James Kinsley, or the Alloway Press
edition of James MacKay are clearly enunciated in their textual forewords.
What this Guide offers is help in evaluating the kinds of editions and
publications on Burns treasured by our grandparents and great grandparents

- an i1mportant part of the cultural history of many Scottish and Canadian
lovers of Burns. -

Thirdly, the Guide is designed to help identify (where possible) the
artists, designers and illustrators whose distinctive work on covers,
end-papers, and internal illustrations etc., make the Victorian and
Edwardian editions of Burns such a joy to collect.

RHC, April. 1989,
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