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B%?@l@g and beooxkxuinders in an Ancient University
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wadites and--Gentlemen, o

it ds 2 matter of ot T h :t the LlstO%V of

'?

o>cottish bookbhinding should be so incomplete. D@ ;.’;}eli nas

surveyed the field un 1o 16%0 Hn@ a8 ahown woat can pe done even

where there is no great wealth of material. There is no coherent

w -

continuous account of Jcottish Bookbinders and bookbindings in the

second hallf of the seventeerw
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rreat period of

S@ctthb decorative bindings - the 18th €entury. Before thias gay
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can be Tilled preliminary studies will hsve to be mad
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Scottish bindings of the period in our National and Univergiity
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libraries. Ny purpose Jeo-rwight-is a limited one - to give you an
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interim report on some investligaticong I lhave-beer-making recently

ﬂ

into the bookbindings, vplaein and ornamental, done for 3t. Andrews

Tav 3 <7 e e drepr s - 1 - 3 S T . L . of .
University by its beadle-bookbinders over & pericd of about 200

2

YEaIrs . This interesting race of men, who were employed by the

.....

Univergity in this double capacity of B@ddl@ and pookbinder., and
wno were very oiften boockgellers as well, are not, as far as 1 know,
(iﬂfﬁ found in the other Scottisgh Universities.
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- 1680 and it is mnot an arbitrary cne.

a

s It has been thrust upon me by the accident of the survival of
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University Muniments. 5t. Andrews has been Tortunate in many ways

B

in the preservation of its old records. The Acta oI the Fag ulﬁj
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of Arts go back to 1413 and are amongst the oldest in Zurope .

Dr. Annie Dunlop is now editing the earliest period., The Acta
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"QCtO?Um are almost equally impressive in range and give us



matriculation lists and Rector's elections from the 16th to the
nineteenth century, But there is massive gap in some of the
detalled records Lor the first three-guarters of the 17tn Ce .2
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Revolution of 1688 may have something to do with tbisgf Lt is

discouraging to think that Tn@r may be bindings in the University

Library from the shops of R(” Lapr R and idward ﬁﬁbéﬁ.Wheﬂ they
were printers in the city, which now cannot be identified. The

senate Minutes, which carry on in a lavgely unchanged form to 1850

= mefy

when the University administration were a useful source of biographic

3

detail, but for the actual ilentification of bindings by the headle-

bookbindersg, the vouchers which lie behind the Librarv-guaestor
account books proved invaluable., These exist in a very scrappy
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97, and right through from 1720

to the end of the 19th century in ever-incressing detail and complex:

SLEY . There is teco a Library-guaestor account hook for the periocd
1729 te 1809, which was itself bound in calf by a besdle-bookbinder.
These were the main sources,

"

The office of bedellus or beadle in the University is a very

ancient one, tho' etrangely enough its history has never been

Wrltten. One @ffBﬁe'hmrélawgg natural sons was s beadle-~ Wardlaw,

B2o., of St Andyrews was the

1rat Chancelloy of the University—-, and

C o

the name of one 16th century beadle~ Allan Budge is known. After

the 17th century gap in the records, we bepinm—+teotesar in the senate

minutes of the appointment of Archbeadles right up to the end cf the

19%th Qanthy'When.tae post degenerated 1a%o the mod Gern Jn;vers ty



1..7%
3 e
{1

aa -.

< Crofs was ﬂﬁb an archbeadlse- he
spired only to the humble @:ﬁi:@ @f porter Lo @gg New College

se now called St, Mary's xiwiwm
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pinder was in 1684 when he as paid %1 pound 4sh scots fox

; w2 _ o K - - - | A g, 5 o A : P B :
16 folios at 3% sh. sterling each and 5 4tos at losn scotvs LECH -
: . . o . 5 i} - - : 2. e on {‘" i} _\ ) S— : . - S
16G2 he was pald 20 pounds, 16 sh, and 64 Ycots for pinding
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nd and 3 4tos. “n Anpildle96 he was paid another s pounds and

fot this money, witnessed by his son and by the contemprary
A, L .
archbeadle ads survived (Document oné). There are, unfortunately no detail-
g
ed accounts naning the bocks bhound, and although - have my suspicions, 1

@ &
o 8 9 ' , 3 -
cannot point to any particular volumes as heing bound by Adamson. 20 he

remains domething of a mysteryv. The first three archheadles of whom mMEXLXO

wd
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lenate minutes, John "ulg €.1673% to 169%; John

ke

mention ig made in tne
HeCulloch 1695-1700, who witnessed the “damscon docunment, and whe copied
documents for the bﬁivemaitg "atson, 17001718
kn Wi have bheen b;hiemvﬁw;&ﬂf
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was done by Ldinburgh booksellers.

T i
“piversity bind:

$h@ first arch-beadle bookbinder was “lex nﬁ@vahhﬂw

Qbﬂfa$ﬁ%9ﬁ Archheadle ¥m on 27 June, 1718. McCulloch was re

&
two previocus archbeadle, ; he was the son @é John MeCulloch and his wife's
L L. A . .
name wgs Margaret Hatson. He claimed 'To have beernn bred & bockbin

der
in ny employment®. I do not know who teught himf the trade- seibly °€%ﬁ
i m iployment . I do not know who itaugnt himfp the trade- possibly XXX
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learm it. ‘he most surprising thing
U

went to another Ycottish city ©o

niversity graduvate. fle is consigiently

referred to in University documents as Mr Alexr MeCullo ch{and s
S e

Yt

S
Tat axmExmAkrizgkzied name matriculated at ©t, Salvators's ollege in
T

shout Me Culloch was that he was a

tuaent of

1716 and graduated in 1718, © days afte e He Culloch'’s ag@minﬁmmf

Archbeadle. The dates!dnq comparison of signatures m.ke 1t likely that

f = - - 3 { v b -
the Archheadle anfl the gradmate are one and the same person. lie¥ulloch's
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apell as Archbesdle was not without 1te ups and downs., gﬁ was suspended
in 172%x@zrxeilizigxekxkerefiniay 'ab officio et beneficio! for adultery

hut was re-instated a year later. LThe Senate~ minutes tell us that he
‘had given all saxyxfzyx satiefacetion to the publie discipline ol the
Church by sitting ih sa ﬁkmcjothgog@ acoording to the appointment oil the

Kirk Session., and had said he was heartily sorry. Lve Yemate must have




thought his rep@mtan@@ genuine for they procceded to allow him nis
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emoluments for the vear of suspension.

EAQ e
he firaght notice - ¥

1

ave found of MacCullcoch binding books foe
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the University was in Janvayy ,1727 whern he was paid g pounds 4 sh.
veote for binding and pu%tiﬂg new parchment in the Acta fectorum. Vol.

1T, and for binding a new book for the University minutes. At this

+time Geo TEe Paton wasxkiof Ldin ::“aa_:ﬁ“gh WEa S %ii‘{i‘z&ii’lé‘f‘ the 1,"13@?3};’?:*&1‘337’ b@@ka‘%?
and Me Culloch was only doing occasional binding for the University.

Both books are stoutly bound in calf, and are pleasantly tho ( somewhat

amateurishly kemmdxindecorated in blind toeling. ‘ne bindings arve

sto ut and’otfong and have stocd up well to 233 years of existence,

......

=GN ﬁenaﬁe minute-book has been wretitled. (Thow 2 and 3) The tux
tools used in decoration are Tound on many bookKs i the Unive rsity library
bound between ¥¥%F 1720 and 1745, and are a useful means ol id dentifying

8
other bindings done in the city of % Andrews

? i
for MeCulloch seems to have carried on a fl@&?ﬁ?ﬁ”ﬂf business as h&ﬂkg&XXQ

sua%menﬁr?'%eagﬁ@lief and binder in the town. The tools used by MeCulloch
on t@%f@ two bindings are also found on the binding of the inute-book of
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the Hammerman craft of

t. Andrews, and il sk is obwvious Trom the bvook
'1%we3ﬁ(wh1@hw 3 ry ancient ?tfat someone had rebound 1t and added exirsa
pages about 172Ll. Jﬁﬂ{ in that year, McCulloch had become a member ol the
craft, Wgéeh although 11 was esgeﬁt@illg a Smith eraft was of the lomni-
gatherumnvarifty ?nd included in its ranks stat 1@ner$ paintersy litsters
s smiths. "hen ¥e¢Culioch firvst entered it was on a

or he was not allowed to fee a servant as a smith, and
was only allowed To =3

REX® T0 have apnv@atlﬁﬁ& Lo b@o%%;ﬂﬁlng ny conset
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of the craft. He did indenture thre é lexander oung, “avid “tedman
and 1&; i 1 ....... j*’l”fﬁ@tt het O e %7 f} ’

craft . M@Cu1190h Was WEAREEYX %L

a@ was made & iulL‘memLer ot the

ﬂ14 eremﬁ times bota deacon and
,j;j

oxmaster to the craft and was obviously a respected citizen. 1in 1738,
when he had been Archbeadle for 20 years, he made a petition to the
University to be made Anelr official a&ent for copvright books, their
binder and bookseller.
the buginess of John

in making this petitiaﬂ he was cutting right across
ton, the *“dinburgh bookseller and father of ”@%f%%
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